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Background 
 

In December 2006 the former Maple Ridge Golf Course closed. For decades it had been one of most popular and enjoyable 
courses in Southern New Jersey. For years it had been known as Tall Pines, later The Eagle’s Nest and finally, Maple Ridge. It was 
sold to the development company, IBG Partners, LLC. of 900 19th Street, NW Suite 275Washington DC, 20006. The owner of record 
is Maple Ridge GIBG, LLC, an entity of IBG Partnership. IBG continues to move forward with plans to construct 123 homes on the 
site. 

 
 

The Site 
 

The Maple Ridge property consists of 112 acres in Northern Gloucester County, NJ and is located west of Woodbury-
Glassboro, Rd. and south of Bark Bridge Rd. The northern portion of the property lies in Deptford Township and the southern portion 
in Mantua Township. It is a beautiful place. The topography is varied and aesthetic. There are open meadows now on the former 
greens and fairways. Groves and alleys of mature conifers and deciduous trees are scattered across the landscape. The terrain in many 
areas is rolling and hilly, more reminiscent of the piedmont than the inner coastal plain of northern Gloucester County. The most 
striking natural feature is a great stream valley through which runs the Mantua Creek. There are ponds, areas of marsh and wetlands, 
and patches of eastern hardwood forest.  

 
Maple Ridge already has the look and feel of a park and would simply be allowed to "naturalize". There are paved walkways 

(originally put in for golf carts) that are perfect for walking or jogging throughout the property and three footbridges to cross Mantua 
Creek. The cost to convert Maple Ridge to a public park and to maintain it would be minimal and much of that maintenance can be 
accomplished by volunteer labor. Preventing a large residential development so close to Mantua Creek would also help prevent 
degradation of water quality from residential run off. Potential traffic and highway congestion problems resulting from large scale 
development would also be ameliorated by preservation. 
 
 

Nature at Maple Ridge 
 

The property is home to abundant wildlife, including such mammals as White-tail Deer, Red Fox, Raccoon and Opossum. Nearly 70 
species of birds have been identified at Maple Ridge including the Bald Eagle, 11 species of warblers and a very rare leucistic (white 
plumaged) Red-tailed Hawk. Turtles, snakes, frogs and salamanders are abundant, particularly in the wetland, pond and creek areas at 
Maple Ridge. The many trees at Maple Ridge, both native and exotic make the site a de facto arboretum. Knowledgeable naturalists 
have begun the process of a natural resources inventory at Maple Ridge. 
 

The Preservation Effort 
 
 

 In January 2008, Chuck Forsman of the Wenonah Environmental Commission took the first steps of what soon became a full 
fledged and broadly supported Maple Ridge preservation effort. A call to IBG Partners/LLC showed that they were willing to sell the 
property to Gloucester County as a park if price could be agreed upon. IBG then forwarded a formal Intent To Sell to the county .It 
must be noted that IBG has not abandoned its plans for development at Maple Ridge and will proceed with those plans if sale of the 
property for park land cannot be agreed to and financed. 
 

Chuck Forsman then contacted the municipal officials of Deptford, Mantua and Wenonah to present a proposal for preserving 
Maple Ridge. Chuck then contacted Ken Atkinson, Dir. of the Gloucester County Office of Land Preservation and Vicki Snyder, Open 
Space Coordinator for Gloucester County with a proposal for a nature park at Maple Ridge. Both Ken and Vicki have expressed 
enthusiasm for the possibility of preservation. Gloucester County supports preserving Maple Ridge and will assist in the preservation 
process. The county could provide up to 75% of the acquisition costs through county and state funds but maintains that Mantua and 
Deptford Townships (or some other appropriate entity) must provide the 25% matching funds for acquisition,  take ownership of the 
land and be responsible for maintenance and liability costs. 

 
On February 14, 2008, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Wenonah passed a unanimous resolution in support of  

Preserving Maple Ridge and pledged to assist that process wherever possible. 
 

Also in February 2008, The Gloucester County Nature Club, a 501c3 nonprofit organization,  established a Maple Ridge 
Preservation Fund to accept donations to assist with the preservation effort. 
 
 



On April 22, 2008, Ken Atkinson and Vicki Snyder both of the Gloucester County Office of Land Preservation and 
Freeholder Director, Steven Sweeney met with the mayors of Mantua, Deptford and Wenonah to discuss the future of Maple Ridge. 
 
 The Mayor and Township Committee of Mantua have strongly supported and worked for preserving the Mantua portion of 
Maple Ridge. In November 2008 Mantua placed before the voters a proposal to temporarily increase the township’s open space 
preservation tax from one to three cents per $100 of assessed value to raise the funds necessary to meet the 25% matching costs to 
purchase the Township’s portion of Maple Ridge. The proposal was defeated 3,111 no votes to 2,678 yes votes. A similar proposal 
was again placed on the Township’s November 2009 ballot. That proposal also was defeated 2,511 no votes to 1,628 yes votes. 
Deptford Township officials have also expressed support for preserving their portion of the Maple Ridge property. 
 
 On April 14th 2010, The Wenonah Environmental Commission devoted a portion of its regular meeting to an open public 
forum on the preservation of Maple Ridge. The forum attracted an overflow crowd of citizens from Wenonah, Mantua, Deptford and 
surrounding communities as well as public officials from all three communities and representatives from the NJ Green Acres Program, 
South Jersey Land and Water Trust and the Gloucester County Nature Club. The forum clearly demonstrated an enthusiastic and broad 
based support for preserving Maple Ridge. This was acknowledged by articles and an editorial in the Gloucester County Times. 
 
 Out of that meeting a new organization was formed, The Friends of Maple Ridge.  The Friend of Maple Ridge is people 
who have come together to lend their support, their voices their efforts and their talents to the goal of preserving the meadows, 
woodlands and wetlands of Maple Ridge as a nature park for all the people of our region and as our gift and legacy to those who will 
come after us. A steering committee of the Friends of Maple Ridge has been formed to spearhead this effort and guide the process of 
securing a park at Maple Ridge. Membership of the committee includes representatives of the Environmental Commissions of 
Mantua, Deptford and Wenonah, The Gloucester County Nature Club, The South Jersey Land & Water Trust as well as concerned 
citizens. By acting together we can be most effective, utilizing the special talents of knowledgeable individuals while providing a 
nucleus around with citizens can rally to bring the power of broad public support to our efforts. 
 
 
  

Supporters of Maple Ridge Preservation 
 

Preservation efforts have been met with broad and enthusiastic support from the public and local conservation groups. Many 
ordinary citizens have contacted the committee asking how they can help. The friends of Maple Ridge will be a conduit of information 
to supporters, informing the public on preservation efforts and letting our many supporters know how they can help. 

 
Organizations Supporting Maple Ridge preservation 
 
Local conservation groups that have rallied to the support of a county nature park at Maple Ridge include: 
 
Gloucester County Nature Club, Karen Kravchuck, President. 
P.O. Box 563 
Sewell, NJ 08080 
Tele  856-582-7000 x110 
Note: The Gloucester County Nature Club has passed a formal resolution at its Feb.2008 executive committee meeting endorsing the 
preservation of Male Ridge and has established a Maple Ridge Preservation Fund to accept donations from members and supporters. 
 
 
South Jersey Land & Water Trust 
Christine Nolan, Director 
P.O. Box 233 
Glassboro, NJ 08028  
Tele:856.881.2269 
Email: contact@sjwatersheds.org 
 
New Jersey Conservation Foundation 
Janet Eisenhauer 
Regional Manager, Delaware Bayshore 
New Jersey Conservation Foundation 
ph/fax: 609-624-1989 
janet@njconservation.org 
www.njconservation.org 



 
Unexpected Wildlife Refuge 
Director: Sara Summerville 
P.O. Box 765 
Newfield, NJ 08344 
Tele: 856-697-3541 
 

Conclusion 
 

We in Gloucester County have a unique opportunity to preserve a special and beautiful place. With so much of the surrounding open 
space in Northern Gloucester County being lost to development and urban sprawl, Maple Ridge can become an oasis of natural 
diversity and beauty that can become a class room in the open to teach our young people the lessons of environmental stewardship and 
the wonders of the natural world. It can enrich the lives of our citizens and preserve a piece of our regions natural history not only for 
us today but for all those to come. We believe that through the good will and sincere efforts of dedicated individuals and private 
organizations in cooperation with our municipal, county and state governments we can find creative solutions to the obstacles 
confronting us and make the park at Maple Ridge a reality. 
 
Richard Dilks 
Tele: 856-468-6342 
Wenonah Environmental Commission 
Friends of Maple Ridge  


